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Shelf, lands under the jurisdiction of 
the Smithsonian Institution, and In-
dian lands. 

(e) Indian lands means lands of Indian 
tribes, or Indian individuals, which are 
either held in trust by the United 
States or subject to a restriction 
against alienation imposed by the 
United States, except for subsurface in-
terests not owned or controlled by an 
Indian tribe or Indian individual. 

(f) Indian tribe as defined in the Act 
means any Indian tribe, band, nation, 
or other organized group or commu-
nity, including any Alaska village or 
regional or village corporation as de-
fined in, or established pursuant to, the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
(85 Stat. 688). In order to clarify this 
statutory definition for purposes of 
this part, Indian tribe means: 

(1) Any tribal entity which is in-
cluded in the annual list of recognized 
tribes published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER by the Secretary of the Interior 
pursuant to 25 CFR part 54; 

(2) Any other tribal entity acknowl-
edged by the Secretary of the Interior 
pursuant to 25 CFR part 54 since the 
most recent publication of the annual 
list; and 

(3) Any Alaska Native village or re-
gional or village corporation as defined 
in or established pursuant to the Alas-
ka Native Claims Settlement Act (85 
Stat. 688), and any Alaska Native vil-
lage or tribe which is recognized by the 
Secretary of the Interior as eligible for 
services provided by the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs. 

(g) Person means an individual, cor-
poration, partnership, trust, institu-
tion, association, or any other private 
entity, or any officer, employee, agent, 
department, or instrumentality of the 
United States, or of any Indian tribe, 
or of any State or political subdivision 
thereof. 

(h) State means any of the fifty 
states, the District of Columbia, Puer-
to Rico, Guam, and the Virgin Islands. 

(i) Act means the Archaeological Re-
sources Protection Act of 1979 (16 
U.S.C. 470aa–mm). 

[49 FR 1027, Jan. 6, 1984; 49 FR 5923, Feb. 16, 
1984; 60 FR 5260, Jan. 26, 1995] 

§ 296.4 Prohibited acts and criminal 
penalties. 

(a) Under section 6(a) of the Act, no 
person may excavate, remove, damage, 
or otherwise alter or deface, or attempt 
to excavate, remove, damage, or other-
wise alter or deface any archaeological 
resource located on public lands or In-
dian lands unless such activity is pur-
suant to a permit issued under § 296.8 or 
exempted by § 296.5(b) of this part. 

(b) No person may sell, purchase, ex-
change, transport, or receive any ar-
chaeological resource, if such resource 
was excavated or removed in violation 
of: 

(1) The prohibitions contained in 
paragraph (a) of this section; or 

(2) Any provision, rule, regulation, 
ordinance, or permit in effect under 
any other provision of Federal law. 

(c) Under section (d) of the Act, any 
person who knowingly violates or 
counsels, procures, solicits, or employs 
any other person to violate any prohi-
bition contained in section 6 (a), (b), or 
(c) of the Act will, upon conviction, be 
fined not more than $10,000.00 or im-
prisoned not more than one year, or 
both: provided, however, that if the 
commercial or archaeological value of 
the archaeological resources involved 
and the cost of restoration and repair 
of such resources exceeds the sum of 
$500.00, such person will be fined not 
more than $20,000.00 or imprisoned not 
more than two years, or both. In the 
case of a second or subsequent such 
violation upon conviction such person 
will be fined not more than $100,000.00, 
or imprisoned not more than five 
years, or both. 

[49 FR 1027, Jan. 6, 1984, as amended at 60 FR 
5260, Jan. 26, 1995] 

§ 296.5 Permit requirements and ex-
ceptions. 

(a) Any person proposing to excavate 
and/or remove archaeological resources 
from public lands or Indian lands, and 
to carry out activities associated with 
such excavation and/or removal, shall 
apply to the Federal land manager for 
a permit for the proposed work, and 
shall not begin the proposed work until 
a permit has been issued. The Federal 
land manager may issue a permit to 
any qualified person, subject to appro-
priate terms and conditions, provided 
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that the person applying for a permit 
meets conditions in § 296.8(a) of this 
part. 

(b) Exceptions: (1) No permit shall be 
required under this part for any person 
conducting activities on the public 
lands under other permits, leases, li-
censes, or entitlements for use, when 
those activities are exclusively for pur-
poses other than the excavation and/or 
removal of archaeological resources, 
even though those activities might in-
cidentally result in the disturbance of 
archaeological resources. General 
earth-moving excavation conducted 
under a permit or other authorization 
shall not be construed to mean exca-
vation and/or removal as used in this 
part. This exception does not, however, 
affect the Federal land manager’s re-
sponsibility to comply with other au-
thorities which protect archaeological 
resources prior to approving permits, 
leases, licenses, or entitlements for 
use; any excavation and/or removal of 
archaeological resources required for 
compliance with those authorities 
shall be conducted in accordance with 
the permit requirements of this part. 

(2) No permit shall be required under 
this part for any person collecting for 
private purposes any rock, coin, bullet, 
or mineral which is not an archae-
ological resource as defined in this 
part, provided that such collecting does 
not result in disturbance of any ar-
chaeological resource. 

(3) No permit shall be required under 
this part or under section 3 of the Act 
of June 8, 1906 (16 U.S.C. 432), for the 
excavation or removal by any Indian 
tribe or member thereof of any archae-
ological resource located on Indian 
lands of such Indian tribe, except that 
in the absence of tribal law regulating 
the excavation or removal or archae-
ological resources on Indian lands, an 
individual tribal member shall be re-
quired to obtain a permit under this 
part; 

(4) No permit shall be required under 
this part for any person to carry out 
any archaeological activity authorized 
by a permit issued under section 3 of 
the Act of June 8, 1906 (16 U.S.C. 432), 
before the enactment of the Archae-
ological Resources Protection Act of 
1979. Such permit shall remain in effect 

according to its terms and conditions 
until expiration. 

(5) No permit shall be required under 
section 3 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (16 
U.S.C. 432) for any archaeological work 
for which a permit is issued under this 
part. 

(c) Persons carrying out official 
agency duties under the Federal land 
manager’s direction, associated with 
the management of archaeological re-
sources, need not follow the permit ap-
plication procedures of § 296.6. However, 
the Federal land manager shall insure 
that provisions of §§ 296.8 and 296.9 have 
been met by other documented means, 
and that any official duties which 
might result in harm to or destruction 
of any Indian tribal religious or cul-
tural site, as determined by the Fed-
eral land manager, have been the sub-
ject of consideration under § 296.7. 

(d) Upon the written request of the 
Governor of any State, on behalf of the 
State or its educational institutions, 
the Federal land manager shall issue a 
permit, subject to the provisions of 
§§ 296.5(b)(5), 296.7, 296.8(a) (3), (4), (5), 
(6), and (7), 296.9, 296.10, 296.12, and 
296.13(a) to such Governor or to such 
designee as the Governor deems quali-
fied to carry out the intent of the Act, 
for purposes of conducting archae-
ological research, excavating and/or re-
moving archaeological resources, and 
safeguarding and preserving any mate-
rials and data collected in a university, 
museum, or other scientific or edu-
cational institution approved by the 
Federal land manager. 

(e) Under other statutory, regu-
latory, or administrative authorities 
governing the use of public lands and 
Indian lands, authorizations may be re-
quired for activities which do not re-
quire a permit under this part. Any 
person wishing to conduct on public 
lands or Indian lands any activities re-
lated to but believed to fall outside the 
scope of this part should consult with 
the Federal land manager, for the pur-
pose of determining whether any au-
thorization is required, prior to begin-
ning such activities. 

§ 296.6 Application for permits and in-
formation collection. 

(a) Any person may apply to the ap-
propriate Federal land manager for a 
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